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Multiple myeloma (MM), the second common malignant tumor in the blood system, is a kind of B cell malignancy and its prognosis is poor. The diagnosis of MM is mainly based on the number of abnormal plasma cells and the presence of monoclonal protein in the blood or urine, but there are limitations for diagnosis of MM. Multi-parameter flow cytometry analysis is increasingly used in the in the diagnosis of MM. Therefore, this review focuses on characteristics of immunophenotypes of malignant plasma cells and myeloma progenitor cells.